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! o5 i . Q Ambassador Helms, were you ever aware during your work
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- with the Agency of the development or discussions of any plans

concerning the possible assassination of Patrice Lumumba?

M A I don't recall anything about any.gians to assassinate
Patrice Lqmu@ba. I know that Lumumba was a controversial figure
at_the time. I know whatever year this was -- was in the
Eisenhower or;the‘Kennédynerﬁ ghap pumumba was riding high.

Q i bel?eve-that théera Qould ﬁave.béen in the era of

1959, *60. I believe he was killed in early *'6l.

_____ A ,J_I,remémber iétef-héating all kinds of allegations
about. Lumumba and how he had been killed aﬁd why he had been
killed. I remember also the fact that the -=- it was abundantly

clear that the Agency had had nothing to do with his'demise

but whether there was a plot on the Agency at scmetime or

~another to. try to bring about his demise I was not familiar with

it. I want to sav here I will obviously do the very best I

can with my recollection but when you consider how much has been

in the newspapers about a number of things in the last period of

years it is pretty hard to stick in time when you first heard

about something.

“All I am trving to convey here is I was not as far as I
kKnow privy to any ondoing plan to. get rid. of Patrice  Lumumba -
by assassination. . .-

Q- Now, the dictator of the Dominican Republie, Mr.
Trujillo, was killed on or about May 30,5‘61. Prior to that

time were you-aware of the fact that there had been a request
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made of the Ayency to deliver guns to dissidents in the
Dominican Republic?. . -

A I don't believe I was familiar with it at thé time
althoughrI caq't Say. I certainly heard about the gun business
later because .I had occasion to go back when‘President Johnson
asked. me about th1s eplsode at .one tlme'to look into the recordc
to find out about TIUJlllor» T could flnd ﬁo evidence that the
Agency had been réspongibie for his demise but I did find
evidence at the time that there was an oppositidﬁ.groué in the"
United States Government was anxious to have the Agency support
and a551st and I think I may very well have known about the
opposition group at the élme. - -

I have no recollection any longer that I was prlvy to the
sending of any guns fo; to’the Dominican Republlc and if I was,
I don't recall they.were ever ldentlfled as belng designed. to
kill Mr, Trujlllo. I knqw theré was a desi;e*on-the pért of
whatever Admiﬁistration was in power.then,';hey'didn't like Mr,
Trujillo.- fhey like Mr, Duvaller and certaln others but I was
aware of no attempts to bring about his death through Agency

assets, o o -
.- I thlnk 51nca you have ralsed thls gquestion of an assa351-:3
ﬁatlon.I would llke to say éomethlng as algénerallty hera..-
Dearly in the game when Colonei Galloway;was my boss in

what was then known as the Office of Special Operations, I don't:
' "

even recall any more in what connection this came up but he saig

-~
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to me one day that the Agency should certainly have the
capability to get rid of foreigners when required and that this
had to be done secretly and you should never‘ésk your boss for
permission to do these things, and_sé forth. I remember at the
time--arguing with him about this and saying that I though that
thg:efWas no_possiﬁility‘whagege;;tpgt'the pnited States Govern
~ment could develop a capaci?y to kill peoplerbecause you coﬁld
nevér keep it a secret. Sooner or later, maybe after five year

__geﬁ_years,_Lo:d kngwsuwhat, someone would come in or write some
Congressman and'sayAthe Agency was fesponsiblerfor killing so
and so and aside from the morlity of it I felt it was imprécti—
cal for the US Government to do sométhing like tﬁét'at this tim
I felt that wayléll the time I was Directof.__l nevef;in my 1if,
towards killing, murder, assassination qf anybody-ﬁfIWhoﬁ I am
aware, and so I can only tell you tha£ as the years havefgong

- by, as I say, quite aside from moral asepétéﬂof-this_thing,

the improbabilityof ever being'aéle to do énfﬁhing iike that as
an American-Govérﬁmggt'agenﬁy has become less and less viable.

- In fact, I have often said to associates that there are

three things that the Afn_er}c;n people Qould never stand for.
'Qne*is{aSéaSsinaﬁién;.tﬁbf&é £apé,-aﬁd;;hfée'is“deaiigg_in;
dfugs.. So that I didn't waﬁt an§b§d§ in the Agency thinking ';
that any of these things were goingfto be satisfactory to me.-

Q - Mr. Manfredi asked you about some notes in which there

~was the mention of three handwritten names by you. One was

N .t ) )
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‘have raised them with-President Nixor and early in his Admini-

absolutely né evidence of this in the Agency. records and the

'saying that the reason President Xennedy was_assassinated was

T¢ P SECRET 154

Castro, one was Trujillo, and do you remembher what the third

was? - T

A . Diem. o e

_@. .And I think you have already testified about that.

cases with me_and I..thought that since he had done it heé might

s

stration I wanted to get him straightened out on this.

_You know,. to. this day I am not persuaded that President

Nixon doesn’t still believe that the Agency didn't have somethinly

to ‘do with the demise of President Diem of Vietnam and there 1is

whole thing has been, I mean, rather -- what is the word I want

—— heated by the fact that President Johnson used to go‘arbund

that he had assaSSLnated Pres;dent Diem-and thlé was just
justice.  He. certalnly used to .say that 1n the early day; of his
Presidency and where he got this idea from I don t know. i
don't know how many of you had the privilege of trying to argue

'with-Presideﬂtsjabout_thinés:ligelthét but you tend to be &’

loser. - . . e _ o : N .
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Q Do you --
A Whose idea was this? Do you have the information?

AT recall somebody dlgcu551ng with me one day an’

even craZLer ldea whlch had’ to do w1th some klnd of a tnlng

that mlght be planted on the Beach where Castro walked in the
morning and it would blow up when he put his foot on 1t or
scmethlng.r-There were more nutty ideas It reﬁinded me of
the tlme of OSS when somebody wanted to get propaganda into
Germany and they alscovered there was ‘a herd of cows that

grazed in Germany and were milked in France} so they devised

scme suppo;itories into which theré wére put ; lot of

propaganda ieaflets‘and those were put in the cows on the
théory.they ﬁeré—béitg iéft on the German side of the border
when thé cows were grazing and nobody woﬁldrbe the wiser;
S50 to say there are. nutty ldeas cooked up £h:otganizations

like this is to tell the truth
'AIs-there any evidence, may I ask, Mr.Belin, is
thereAany evidence in the record that any Director authorized
_what I can only refer to by the dlctlonarv dgﬁinition.éf
!_én assa551natlon o; a forelén leader?
Q . Well, tbere is evidence in the record, Ambassador
Helms; that there wére'plans-mhde to try and assassinate

Premier Castro of Cuba, that there were several series of

plans, and that the plans at at least one or two of the
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stageslihcluded the delivery of poison pills developed in

the Agency to be placed in food or drink --

A They were delivered in Cuba?

T .Q _— of Castro, and that the pills were delivered to

who in. turn dellvered them to other people,-

-and that the pllls eventually found thelr way to Cuba

A How do we know that?

Q There are Agency reports that they were. We do not

have any first-hand information that they were, but there

are =-- there a;eAmembranda_which indicates that they were
£h:ough,_among others, disaffected Cubans.
A Who returned to the United States and testified

to the fact that they had rece1ved the pllls or someth1ng°

lé:' .Who have not testlfled to anything.

A I see.

Ql., That ié ONe == -

A .Who authorizeduhhié particular operation?

Q -'This is one.df the areas that we are trying to

ascertain and I suppose my first question along this line

éuéh.é piah. o

A Not that I recall.

Q Ahd you indicateé that you never knew of such a
plan? o A

tocopy from
A I don't recall any plan. ' ézzdrmdUbww

Qe
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previously authorized plan?

163

0 Do you ever recall after you succeeded Richard Bisse]

that you were approached concerning whether or not you should

advise John McCone of the existence of suchwplans-or
operations? ‘ o : S

I was approached_tq do what?

JEER— - —_——

'Q As to whether or not Mr. MeConée should bé briefed

about the existence of such a plan or plans?

A This .is after the fact? Or before the fact? Or in

the process?

. Q During the fact.

A You mean I had replaced Bissell and scmebody in the

Agency came to me and said should we tell Mr.McCone about a

Q‘ Yéé. Do:yéu.recall thaé-at all?’

A I don‘t‘recéll it. f am sofry;

Q Do you recall ever discussing tﬂis_with William
Harvey? |

A I dqn't‘know. I discussed hundreds of:things,with

Harvey when he was working on the Cuban problem. I don't

recall this. I recall a great deal to do with Harvey about

but I .don't recall any conversation with Harvey

because Harvey-

aboﬁt talking to Mr. McCone ahout'
when. he became in chafge of the Cuban business, and so forth,
that whole Cuban operation, picked up various things around

and about and amcng them was the ongoing contact with Roselli

TN Gy photocopy from |
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Q And who told you this? - .
A I don't recall. It may have been'Houston,‘may have
been. Edwards at the time. I don't remember. But I ﬁemémber I-

revieWud it when there was a -story in the Chicago -- cnc

- Of the Chicago néwspapers some years ago about this whole |

'[:::::::jbusideés;“thatﬁI.asked for,thé redogdS"apéilobked'aﬁ

them at that “tifme. -
-  MB; BELIﬁ:BI am going té mark an exﬁiﬁit, if T
can. You can gall_thié}_if you'would Heims"Exhibit 1.
) (The-ddcument referred to was ﬁafke&
for 1dentification, Heimg' Exhibit
S el 1
 BY - BELIN: : |
Q I hand ydh-what‘the_reporte:'has marked Helms No.
1, which appears to be a photostatic copy of a front-page
story from the Chicago Sun Times under‘aaté‘Of-August 16,
1963, headlines "CIA Sougﬁt;Giancana“Help fér buba Spying.”
| I want you to examine this and see if perhaps thaf.is
what yguﬁad reference to in réferencé td'thé Chicago
s£ories. : - -
a It could very easily bg. It- looks just like what
I rebail came 6ﬁt at the time and f‘éhinkfsamehow 6r_btherj
'this‘naﬁe-Sandy-Smiﬁh sticks.in.my mind as being the writer

‘of the article in geustion. So I have no reason to doubt that

this is the article we are talking-aboﬁt.
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-'that dealt w1th the press. In other hords, he was'-F and

. which is a memorandum for the record with a typewritten

'signature of étanley J. Grogan dated Aﬁgust 16, 1963,

with my initials on it-as having seern it?.

OP SECRET

166
@ Do you remember Stanley J. Grogan?
A Yes. .. T
- - Q fu-He qes'one.of vour assietants?
A - Stanley J Grogan was in charge of the offlce ﬂerd

Gus Thermers, one of his predecessors. HlS title was Assistant
to the Dlrector but he simply handled press 1nqu1r1es.

MR BLLIN‘ Mark Helms' No. 2.

-_n-}Therdocument referred to was ﬁarked
fof'identification, Helms® Exhibit
No. 20) |

"7 BY MR. BELIN: |

QI ﬂand-yod what has been marked Helms' No. 2,

referrlng to a telephone call the previous evenlnq.Fron Sandy
Smith of the Chlcago Sun Tlmes and ask if you ever saw that
before?‘_"

_A_' ﬁl don't kth; There is no reason why I shouldn't have

seen it, if it was directed to me. Is there no copy around
- - - o < . - .

.- g-- I heve'not seerched all of the records concerning
fhat. M_ o
A Usually I 1n1t1a1eu memoranda, or at least th 1@ cover
sheets, or somethlng, if they came to me, pmnoamvﬂom
- : Gerald Ford Library
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= 1 MR. BELIun: Mark Numbers 2 and 4. )
é; o S A*_.Li” . ’(The documents referred to were mark
%% ) L | _— ;.V | fer identificatiqn! Heims' Exhibit
Tg 4 ._ L f i . “_ lNost_3 and 4.)
= 5 - BY Ifllfé.-:BELIN:. . |
& ~t"_ﬁQ—f Handlﬁé you“whaf ha§m?ﬁen‘ma¥kéd Helms. Exhibit
7 " No. é{ ﬁhich is a nemofandum which appears to be prﬂpared by
-é Soyou, also under date of Augush 16 1903, I th&nk that NLgHt
g _haveuyOur-lnltlaIS‘qn it;_And_thefe-is a -~ that is attached
10 to what is markedla$;Helms’ Exhibit No.'4,’which is a memo-
11 randum for_thelrecoraé dated 14 Maf 1962, éértaining to
12 | ét al. |
13 \_gA-;J_Aii:rightfii héve read these.
1a | ' _"'Q_Lilpp:yoqhhéve any refreshed fecolléctiﬁn és tp the
| 15 backgrouﬁd of ﬁhose{_Ambassador Helms?-_' |
| 16 A . Well, I don’t understaﬁd Qhat you méanlbv a
17 I reffeshea recollection. I mean, at the time I was told that
18 Roselli was trylng to get lnto Cuba. Whether I was tol& that
15 —"thls was - ;5 assass;natlon plct for whlch $150 000 was belng
20 ‘ prﬁjected andbéo féf;h,_I don't recall any more bLt I wasn't
o '21 lnvolved 1# the act1v1ty at th; £1me énd when I ﬁéa to éﬁ |
i% rég’ | back into. thn files. to. get this thing, you will sgé.theré‘ﬁhat
:E 23 I had to c§;1'Colqne1 Edwards to find oﬁt-if there was any
:é- 2 recé;ds'Qf.fhis,.éﬁé_éb-fofth, so it was'sdmething in which T
?; o5 ‘hadn't béen involve@ and I obhviously iﬁ'recent years have

Photocopy from
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heard a great deal about the So-called Roselli assassination
but I have never heard anybody come and tell me that anybody
had ever verified that lt was -any more than conversatloq and
I must say to this very day nobody has showed nme one c¢l ntllla

of. ev1dence that anythlng ever happened about 1t except

oonversatlon.
Q The -
A i am not saylng it didn't.7T am- just sayﬂng I

have never Seen any ev1dence

O " The document Exhibit 4'was a memorandum for the

"record which pertained to an oral briefing in which Mr. Housto

and Mr. Edwards of the Agency briefeq Attorney General Robert
Kennedy. | | |
A {Nods in affirmative.)
Q Had you ever seen this memorandum for: the record
15/
, before today?
:.; A Well, I am relatively certain T must have:seen it
P the day I sent it to the Difector.
T 5 Q_‘ Had you seen it before then?
ﬂ i | A I don't recall.
% ’ Q ?hie;meoorandum for the recora dated 14 May’iSGE,e

refers to a Plan which was Started in the fall of 1960 ang

- which oontinued through April of 1961, Were‘you ever aware

that subsequent to that time there was @ second plan which

began in late 1961 or early 1962 inp which i

Photocopy from
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and reported these contacts to the FBI. We just had that
albatross around our necks for a very long time indeed. T
don't. know when it finally ended but it seems to me it

wWas some years.

‘Q”_;_Do you remember any discussions w;th.Wil;iam'Harvey
'ihTwHiCh]oneVOf ﬁhé thihgsfagreéq u?on_was'that the DCI, "
Mr.McCone, would not be briefed about this?

A Na, I don't recall aﬁy conversations with Harvey— -

or anybody else that Mr.McCone shouldn't be briefed..T don't

say'ﬁhey'dian't téke place. I just don't have any récollectioJ
of it. I can't tﬁink to&ay why I would have not wanted him
briefed abdgt something; I mean,‘aftef all, one of the Eases
on which this Agéncy'haé always operatéd was that the Director
was pfivy to knbw anYthing that went on. That.was established
aarly:in'the game.

;Q - .Well, the Directdr %-

A Ig,fhgfe some evidencé that I-Sgiq no, dgh't tell
the Dire_ctfo;:, or he-shlouldn't be bfiefed? |

0 Well, there has been testimony and there is documen-

tationfthat'it.Waé_agreeduﬁetweenfyOu and Mr. Harvéy not
tO'br%ef Fhe DCI and I wonder whethgr-or not you have ény

'{récélléctioﬁ, No,'l,\of ﬁhéﬁﬁer-dr'nét thét discﬁséibn was
had and if’you.do have‘any such recol}ectioh, as to wﬂy that
discussion might have been had.

A No.I don't have any recollection of the discussion.

i il e bt
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Q ~ Do you remember any briefing of the DCI at any tine
prioxr to Helms'-Exhibit No. 3, the August 16, 19637

————— - A—— Let's see. Who would have been DCI then? John

McCone?
- ‘0 IXYes.T - . T. . . o T
A ; 1 don't know.'I den't recall any other discussion

: | \
with him on this subject.

-0 thnd_on o
A... I don't say it didn't take place. Iljust don'e
recall any. - n
" -Q° - Now, on August 16,~1963; you delivefed this memorandir
'Helms} Exhibit No. -3, tq Mr. McCone,referring.to.Sam'Giaﬁcana

and you said this is an outgrowth of this Chicago Sun-

Times story of -also August 16, 1963; Helms"No.'1, is that

correct?
A ---Yes..
Q. Do you remember whether. or ot you briefed him at

that time on the fact that Mr. Hérﬁéy had taken over the
operation and the operation might have continued beyond.the
first stage with Mr. Giancana?

A I have_no‘;ecollectign Qf this -- I hévé seén the.
memérandum. i have nq‘doubt_iﬁ.is'mine.‘I havé‘no doﬁbt iE 
went forward.I remembe::the episode but I don't remember the
conversation with Mr. lMcCone at the time if theré"was one.

Q If Mr. Edwards or Mr. Harvey were to say they had

BN AS, [Ty AW T S DT PR e
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. involved in ah“attempt to assassinate Fidel Castro?
14

._anyfviable'plans that were ever brought to llght‘to do tbls

' _government of Fidel Castro and it was a major effort going

discussions with vou that I previously questioned you about,
is it your teétimony that you have no recollection that would
~enable ?oulpg confirm it or deny 1it?
.A . Yes. I just don't remember it. I mean, if thkey were

-to sit here and go back #hrough the conve;sation, and so forth
,mayge it would coﬁe‘tg mind bﬁt I'dén't fgéall if now andll
see no point in trying to testify to something that-I don't
remember., : - |

Q -- bid you have any knowledge of any other plans

- .A.. ° As I was saying a moment ago, -there were various

ideas floated by various people in the Government that it woulf

be nlce to get rld of hlm, and S50 forth but I don't reca11

and most of the --~ I say most -- almost the entire energies

of the DDP in thos day5'were attempting to get these operations

on and I am certain that there were discussions of the .
p0551b111t1as_of_klliing various ﬁéople in connectlon with, you
knqw,'the pptions_that one.has.to carry'through a certaln
iﬁjunctidn that'yoﬁ have beéﬁfgiéen,'but_idpn't"reca;lany'
plans that were approved_of tﬁat were viable specifically
direcﬁed ét eliminating'Castro, but that there were conver-

sations about it, I haven't the slightest doubt.

TOP SZCRET Photocopy from
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those conversations with his people in the Agency?

 something called -- there was some committe
_fWh;te House +hat had to do with counter—insurgency as 1

- recall it. .-

_changes, but this group used to meet constantly on the

11 problems all around the world -~ how are we going to orga

12

problem?  I.am sure there must be records of this thing. It

- Building. Itrhad,met'a lot on Asia, as I.recall

.our progress in the Cuban thing. I forget w

o 7~ Do you know who in the White House would have had

- .A--- 1t seems to me that back in those days there wWas

e that sat at the

Q Would that be the Special Operations group?

. A -—TI don't know what the name is any more, different

problems of Cuba and Latin Ameriéa,'and so forth, and also

nize

ourselves to fight this problem,that problem and the other

used to meet all the time down at the Exe_cutive'OffiCe

it, and the

problem in Vietnam, and so forth, and I h@ve:no doubt there

33

was -some organization that we used to report to regularly abou

hich committee

it was but.certainly, the.Attorney General .was. right there

all the time: Joe Califano was involved from the AImMY

.Department in these matters. I don't know. There were other
“éeoplé.”Ihaﬁe fofgétten'ﬁow-all +he -- that 1S a“loqg time.
agof-—’- S L e
Q Yes, sir. Doés the name Mongoose ring any bell?
A Sure.' Mongoose was sort of a general covay rukbric
TED KELCMD 3’? . Photocopy from
' Gwm@Fmdmew
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: for the whole effort to unseat the Castro government.
. Qg =-Is this the group that you ére referringdto?
. _-. .A- - No. Mongooée would have been an internal-agency'
4 " thing, I think. Now, maybe it was known ddwntown as —-- or
-5 1. “some of these people.Wholwere‘privy.tq these_thiﬁgs:in
6 .other agencies that this ﬁas the rﬁbric. I am not sure. It
7 " may well be.
8 | . Q --When they name a special group, Spéciél Group Augmente
3 or Special Operations Group -—-—
1? A That sounds familiar, ves. .That sounds familiar.
11 - I am a;hamed that you know moferaboﬁt'theéé fhings these
12 daYS'ﬁhan I do but honesly, I haven't even thought abouﬁ them
13- in all these years. -
14 .'_ Q- Sir, éo you ﬁave any recollection as tﬁ,who'might
15 havé been the'driving'forces-from the White House in efforts
161 to do:soﬁething about Castro? T
78 ___.A. . Well, the pﬁincipal driving force was ﬁﬁé Attorney
‘-18 ‘General, Robert Kennedy} There.isn’t'any question about this.
.19 Involved invtﬁis was. a group of individuals who;we:e sbrt Of,-
20 hired and pﬁlle@ togethef'bf Kéﬁnedy'and Rusk and McNamara
| 21, — andiMcGeorge_Bundy.agd'all those people to gét on with this
22 _jéb aﬁﬁ as I.sit here and s%aft.ﬁo think aboﬁt thié,:
23 Califano was one of them. It seems to me Lansdale, who had
24 been successful.inlﬁhis'kind of operation out in the Far
25 East was brought in for a while. There was a small office |
l
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over in the Pentagon where people —-— as a matter of fact, now

that I think about it, that Mongoose thing, wasn't that a

_Lansdale_invention that was produced in the Pentagon and that

special operations, Gene Erskine headed -- isn't that - some

”0: thlS is comlng back to me now.

Q - - Well,-as 1t comes back to you, dé'ynu remember any
discussions inVolved connected or indirectly connected or any

way connected with that operation involving any attempts to

_assassinate Fidel Castro?-

‘A . I don't recall specifically. 1 would be surprised
that it wasn't discussed at times 5gt I don't.recall-any
of these discussions particularly.

Q .- Do you remember any discussions with Mr.Harvey
conce;ning;the furnishinq of eitﬁer arﬁs or pbison pills
to Cuban exiles to have them try and carry out any assaesina-
tion plan? : -

. __A . . .I don't have any question that we trled tc land

_them in Cuba, to brlng down this government Or to'killl

angquy_;hat they could lay thelr hands on. This was a ——
the inetrucﬁions and all thls were pretty rough -and

pretty fulsome but when you come down to this quesnxop of a
spec1f1c prOJect Qas,approved‘whieﬁ was designed for a man

to go eo Point B and actually shoot or polison oOr eo sometﬁing
to Castro, I don't recall anything of that kind and 1 to

this very day would 1ike to see some evidence that this

N G “"“u
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actually was ever carried out. I think that there was a lot

of! lying on the part of those Cubans and a lot of backing and

forthing-with allegations of things that happened that never

did-happen and as I look back-on the whole period, with

-

:all_the effort that was made in money and manpower, and

-80 forth, devoted to try and unseat the Céstro govearnment,

when one locoks back at it it was a pretty pitiful effort

"and I think a great deal of it was just, what shall I say,

talking a good game. -

9 Now, .do you have any recollection of any briefing

- of McCone about any Agency plans in which Harvey or Roselli

or Sheffield ﬁawards may have been. involved other than

A.- I don't have any recﬁllectipn of thaé,.ﬂr. Belin.
I Qant to tell ycﬁ that all I recall was that-MéConé was
constantly asking abdut how we were'getting;aigﬁg with the
Cuban operatioﬁs and McCone was éopstaﬁtly beinj bfiefed about
what we were trying to do about these operationS‘butAwhét
was in all thosg_b;iefings I:havauno.recollection any mcre?
at ali anﬁ ﬁo‘ma£ter“£;w.1 wéuid'worﬁ:on tﬁiévi wodl&_ﬁevér

be able to sort it all out. It was --— é lot of effort was

being made, all kinds of things to get boats and to train

Cubans to man those boats and land on secret shores and all

kinds of things. = : : e
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A ~"May I ask a question at this junCLure? Since Castre

is.alive.and,well in Cuba, what is the prcblem about these

-—_-trying to verify ail this business about whether these

attempts were made or not made? 1 mean, does it make any

,Q‘.-~Well, there are two major areas of concern apart .
from whether or mot assassination should play any part in

American policy. One area concerns how the plans wWere

.authorized, whether they were directed externally or whether-

they grewup internally.

- - The. second area concerns what T would call internal moni-

_toring and control. If Mr.McCone:didn't know about it, other

than that briefing, that.poses a.problem SO far as an Agency
operating under control. If you,di& ﬁot know about it until
the sprlng of 1962, and the 1nformatlcn that I have.gathered

jndicates that you Were. not prlvy to any.- lnformatlon aoout

‘¢his until the. spring of 1962, you.were in a fairly important

position in the Agency_and yet were not'aware of what could

have been a potentlally disastrous operation,' certainly. an

‘ operatlon that had all klnds of ramifications for thls

- country when one considers the trigger of World War I involved

an assassxnatlon attempt. ' e i
and so, therefore, the scope of my lnqulfy is not

necessarilY'to say it is thisgpenson's :esponSLblllty but in

large part it is to determine how these plans got organized

’g@ ? g E @ R ET : Pl;otocopv-ftom
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* and how they were kept under control, and I should tell.you

2 that it is my information that, although you did not have any
-5 “information.about this prior to the spring of 1962, that

t in the spriné of 1962 you were mude privy to what I am joing tc

S gall Phasé I which was thé Giancana phase-and also what I am

6 ‘going tﬁ-call Phaée-il‘wheﬁ ﬁilliam ﬁéryéy éookAévér‘tﬁe.r

7 operation, éhd that Mr.McCone, according to the records that
- 8 I;havé ﬁeén; was not briefed until the Aqgust 16, 1963

,9. memorandﬁm, iﬁ part because of the fact ﬁr.HcCone had not

10 beenAﬁCIm at the timé the plans were undertaken, so the

11 _aocuments say-that I have seen, anﬁhthat at the éimeioflhis
12 __briefing in Augusﬁ of 1963, if was not an oral briéfing but
13 rather‘;imited to a discussion of the.Gian;ana matter in.

14 the'memofandﬁm for the record add#esséd to Senator Kennedy,

150 Exhivit 4. . - o .

16 - .Now, is there anything thatlI haye said whichﬁdisagrees
17 :'with'ahything“thaE is'to'the best of Yduf'recolleétioﬁ?
18 '-" A fI.have ho reason to cavil with what you say. I
19 don't héve any éontrary recollectipns but'I don't remgmber,é
20 lot of this eiﬁhér. So —- - |
21 L Q ﬂ‘-Now, do you femember Senatér Kennedy coming over
22 -\ - tb.thé Agency'on ér'aboﬁﬁ Marcﬁ 8, 1967, to reviéQ'this
,‘25 - memorandum for.th; records that was Helms' ﬁxhibit 4 that
24 péftained'to his 1962 Etiefing?r.  _LA -
=5 ' A Sénator Kennedf visited the Agency to do that?.
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Q __Yes. He either visited the Agency or was hand-

detivered a copY of that. Does that ring a bell with you

at all’ ) .
A No, it dpesn't, but I don't say it didn't happen.
'I don't -~

Q - You don't remember any conversations with Senator

Kennedy. about thls°

A No, I don t._

Q. Do you remember any conversations with Lawrence..

Houston about —-—

A Oh} yes, it was Houston who told me about the

brleflng in the first place.

o That is rlght, and when Houston told you about the

brleflng and houspon was present at the briefing, do you.

remember what he sald ‘and what you said at all or don't you?

A No.

Q Do you remember hav1ng any convefsatibné'with eithern

Houston about Robert Kennedy wantlng to see the memorandumn

A I don‘t remember thb thlng at all but -you know,

if lt - lf the record says that this happened I have no

reason to argua whth it. It would not have l1oomed.large in

my life at that late date and if he wanted to look at it

I wouldn't have +he sligntest deubt I authorized somebodv

to show it to him. I don't recall his coming out here to

e e -3 e M Photocopy from
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he ended up in Cuba but he was met by Agency people]

19 ||

look at it. In other words, I don't recall him ever being

in my office here.

Q Do you have any recollection of a project known

as Project Amlash?-

‘A - amlash? By that name, not any more.
Q pid you ever?
A . Don't forget, Mr. Belin, that there were hundreds

of these things..

Q Do you.have'any %ecollection of ;ny man by the
name of Rolando Cubela who was a éubén who at one time had
been associated with Castro and then became disaffected
with him?

A | Let‘s.seé. ‘Was hethe'fellov‘who eventually ended
uﬁiin Pé:is or Madrid or‘soﬁething of'ﬁhis kind? -

6] Yes. At one time he did and then eventualWy

A.' What was hlS partlcular crypton;m’"“

Q | Well, among othe: things, some Black Leaf 40 had
been developed to be delivered‘to him in a pen-wh%ch had been
constructed'tO'ha§e a hypodermic needle #iﬁh thenobject to
1qject the Black Leaf 40 into Castro. And that was dellvared,

Lo him.in Paris on November 22, 1963.' ‘Do -yau- reﬂembez°

A . I certainly remember Cubela.. I.certainly remember
the fact that he was, I think -- was he a defector from the
Cuban regime. - ———
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to put a spectacular seashell in an area ——

where he walked, or something.

Q Yes. )

A - Or was he an agent whom we recruited who ﬁad not
vet defected or what? I gertaigly rémember his name and I
certalrly remember the.use that was made of,a-fellow rared
Cubela.butll'don't recall exactly for;ﬁhat,

Q There was an effort to réc;uit hiﬁ in placé.
There were evenfually some weapbns delivered to him.

A Were there? 1 don't have any reason to doubt it.

The Black Leaf 40 and the hypodermic pen, and so forth, I
0 ‘Do you recall any Agency scheme which involved trying'

A That is. what I was talking about earlier. womebody

was talking once about trying to put a boﬁb oﬁ his beach

Q Of where he skin-dived.
A Yes, that is the idea. i do remembér somebody
discussing wlhether that would be aviable opération or not.
Q .Do you ever femeﬁhe: aﬁyéﬁe discuséing.giving o
Casﬁro a skin—diving suit which would include some tuberculosis
bacterié in the breathing apparatus and alsolpossibly some
fungﬁs.which wouid produée madura foot?
A Madura foot? I remember,it seems to me, Fitzgerald

had a bright idea about the skin-diving suit. T don't

remember his -— I don't think I recall at all that there was

s g, T TP TR R Oy TR A
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any plan to put anything iﬁ it. I have even forgotten what
the skin-diving suit was but- I wént to tell.you these came
up~every day, some hairbrained idea like this to do some-
thing about Cuba, but that these -actually weﬁg qarried out,
given to actually set the seashell down or to send the thing
or that any‘assets were developed to do theée things. These
were a lot of_things:théﬁ wefe‘éiscussed and I am sure they
got down on paper sin¢e”f0u haye them but I don't :ecall fhey
were'ever-apérovéd or ever carried out or any attémpt to
carry them out. ;  o ';;

Q Do you remember that eventually arms were delivered
to MriCqbelé ih Cuba? -

A I don't have any doubt about it. I think we
delivg;ed qus'all'ove; the place in connection wifh Cuba.
I mean, let us noﬁ'fq: a moment think that the.Kennedy
Administration wasn't dead serious abéut getting rid of the
Caétro‘govgrnment; I meénf.leﬁﬁg not -~ this was a
Government operation and if Dean Rusk.or an&bﬁay,;McGeorge
Bun&y or anybody:elsé'}s sitting around,rno, no, no, we
didﬁ‘£ havé this in mina at éll; let’s get. that all straighte
out. Théy wéntedto get rid of Castro. Well, let me say
that I'donft know thgt Dean Rusk wantea to get rid of him
but certéinly President Kennedy wanted to get rid oZ him.

Q Wﬁat do vou mean by getting rid of him? 1

T Photocopy from
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A They wanted to unseat his government. They wanted to
2 S '
bring his government down by whatever device could be found.
3 _— : : '
Q - Which could include assassination?
4 .
A I don't know that the word assassination was ever
5. L _ - ' : ' T ' .
used but certainly if you land armed men on a beach and the
6 -7 - - - .
effort is to recruit other armed men and to try to start a
g ) ) ,
whole arrangement whereby you, you know, you bring down a
8 _ - ‘ AU :
- government, sombeody is bound to get shot. But the thing
9 C . ' ~ : .
that I am doing my level best with you about and which even
10 - . R _ '
as I sit here thinking about it, is the focus on this
11 : S
' assassination business as though this was a, you know, some-—
- 12
- thlng that was totally part and parcel of kllllng or invasions
13
or-anythlng of that- klnd Put in that context I just don t
14 - '
remember that any of these operatlons were ever mounted
15 ' o . : _ :
let alone had any prospects of success. That a lot of them were
16 - | - ' ‘
. discussed, I haven't the slightest doubt and I don’t know
17 - - - :
what other people in the Government have testified to but
18 " | S 3
~even that must have come up at various meetings as to whether
19 - | | S o
this was a viable way to get rid of the man.
20 U ' i .
- There is a very great difference, 1t seenms to me,
21 -
when you actually approved it, were prepared to take the
22 . l -_. . . R B
_responsibility.
23 oL e : _
0 For the record, there appear to have been no plans
24 . . -
undertaken to carry out either the seashell or the skin-diving
25 : ' - - : .
suit but there do appear to be plans to deliver the pcison
Do, N T g T e |
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7 ‘i
T 0 Lills and plans to deliver weapons.
2 -
| A -- All right.
i
; o 7§ " You don't have any recollection to the contrary,
: i ,
i pal q _ .
i T Ii "da you?
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Q The last item I want to talk to you about at this
=3 forth.

time goes back to 1962. I am sorry to skip back and
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A All right.

Q vou mentioned that the Attorney General, Rchert
Rennedy, was intimately invoived with Operaticn Mongocose. And
there appears to be a corrgborating memorandum prepared by
you datéd October 16,'l§62, pertaining to this, aﬁd‘I wonder
if you would read this'memorandum'and see if i£ refreshes

.your recollection.

A 6 October 1962. When was the Cuban missile ﬁrisis?
e} The Cuban missile crisis, I believe, was in October
of 1962.

A Colonel Patchell. I had forgotten all about him.

g - This letterhas been marked Helms' Exhibit 5.
A That sort of'iayé it out, doeén‘t‘it?
Q . Ambassador Helms, having reé& t+he Helms' Exhibit

\

No. 5, this is a memofandum whicﬁ you prepared which appears
to have been.prepgred’on October 16,'1962,'the_daté that vou
met with the'Attornéy General, is that éorrect?
A . Yes.
Q And to thelbest 5f yaur recollection; did'the
Attorney Genéral express the general-dissatisfaction“of the
..P;esident with the Operation Mongooée?
A 1 have every reason. to believe that what I wrote
v in tha£ memorandum Was‘th?'best of my recollection of what.
was said and- what wént.on'in the meeting described. .
Q Wéuld it be fair to say that the Attorney General

mRgm Iy RIS AT NRT .
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General was ever advised of the fact that William Harvey

-Roselli operation?

il W L S e § %’w
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, ' 189

was personally involved and continued to become more personally

involved with the overall Mongoose Operation?
A . Yes. e

Q Dé you know'whefhér'o: not'at'anyitima the Attorney
had overtaken or had taken over a certain portion of the

A” -.I don't 5ave any reqdllectioh of that. Héve
you ever talked to Harvey, incidentalif? '
Q . Yes, sif. |
A . - What did he have to say_oq'the sgbjgct?
Q- - -Well, M;. Harvey never met with the A£torney.General

but Mr.ﬂarvey did say that he —-

A "He never saw the Attorney General?.

‘0~ He never discussed -- no, he didn't éay that.

A Oh. |

Q Eernever.discussed the particular plans in which he

was personally invol;ed with tﬁe Attﬁrney.General."
A I see. I see.
Q He did say thét sometime in ﬁhe spring of 13562
you became ﬁwére of those plans and that woula be corraborated
by other documentatign that I have seen, and that he also
said that you-ana he detéfmined not to brief the DCI on it
at the. time and that is also corroborated by other documenta-

1

+ian that I have sesen.
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A "What sort of documentation?

0 Memorandum.
. ) .
A Memorandum for the record?
Q Well, memorandum involving among other things,

review of the entire area of this..I have notes on it. I-
don’t have the mgmorandum here at this.ﬁime-
I-don't know if I would call it a memorandum-for

ﬁhe :écord but at-léast'ﬁﬁere is some'written documentation,
butII:don‘t know whether made qontemporaneously, that thére
was a decision not to brief DCI, McCone, the memorandum
having been talkgd about earlier.

A Let me ask a very important question'hgre at this
point. : - . . .

Q Sufely.

A~ -~ This plaﬂ thét Harvey was alieged to have, how
farldid it ever get? I mean, whaﬁ I am tryingrto get at
here is that we are dealing with a lot of cénjeéturé; a lot
of thbughés, a iot of ideas. Now, did any plan get down to the
point where somebody was'about to éet in‘alboat or airplane
and go to Cuba and do X or Y and it éhows I apprcoved this
happening or-was this:something he was going to try tc develop
and see if it could flf and if.;herg was ahy possibility
lthaé it might Qorﬁ, and so fofth?l‘ |

Q  There are ;eports thét the people with whom there.

was contact did get to Cuba with pills” and with --
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A .This was tﬁe first --

0 - other_occasioﬁs.

A First phase?'.

Q- And alsoc the second phase and in addition,.there

were subsequent reports t?gt thererware arms provided
also and_what you are saying is if this pian continued o#er
a perio@ of-séveral yeafs it continued.withouﬁ your expxess
overview,as I understand foﬁr testimony, is that cérfect? |
A ‘Yes. My recpllectioh of Harﬁef's dealings.with

Roselli or during moét of the period-thatwas.that nothing
e?er happened about ahything. |

_.Q".f.Well, certéinly Mr. Castro is still living.

A Yes, but I mean, I think this -—- I don't know whdse

- word to trust in this but I think that, you know, this is a

pretty‘thin_régd,'this-Roselli business. He was a pain in

the neck .and an awful albatross but I think we got zero

MR: MANFREDIL: Mr.Helms, this is Harold Baker,

another member of the staff.

THE WITNESS: How do you.do?
" MR. BEL;N;iLMr; Raker is going to be here tOMOrIOW.
T think at this time we will let you take a bfeather and
-a£ 1ea$tﬂadjdurﬁ the dgposition to-igsumé:tomorfowlquning.v4
THE WITNESS: What time would you like me héfa;

Mr .Baker?
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1 o ) o ' _
MR. BAKER: Mr. Gray was going to start first.
2 .
MR. BELIN: Mr. Gray is not -- well, I have asked
3 : '
the questions that Mr.Gray wanted to ask.
4 ' .
. MR. BAKER: I see. What would be convenient for
. 5 . .. . . . B . - '
. You? - _.'.'__ ST DO o
6 ] | _
W __ ___ _. - 9THE WITNESS: I want to meet your convenience.
b ’ .
- I mean my desire is to be as available and get everything
5 o , o |
K done that we can so I-can get back to my job.
9 - . i : EE- ’ . .
-~ MR. BAKER: ‘Half past nine? . -
10 o _ o
- THE WITNESS: Fine.
11 . .
MR. BELIN: All right. Well, thank you, sir, for
12 . ‘
|7 your cooperation.
‘ THE WITNESS: Thank you. Iwant to cooperate. 1
14 want to help;'I will try and be a little biﬁ, lot more alert
15 - | S
: tomorrow.
16. , ' C e s
{Whereupon, at 4:30 p.m., the taking of the L
7 - deposition was recessed, to reconvene at 9:30 a.m., Thursday, a
18 1 April 24, 1975.) - g
19 o 5
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